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voted for it to give you a second chance
because you felt the first go-around
wasn’t fair.

I think it was fair but not appearing
so because of the 215-213. Now, this in-
vestigation will look into that. As I
said, we welcome it. We will not move,
therefore, to table.

I have been asked to ask for a unani-
mous consent to drop all the ‘‘where-
as’’ clauses but accept the result. I am
not going to do that. Let me tell you
why I am not going to do it.

I do not accept those ‘“‘whereases.” I
think they are factually inaccurate.
They were not reviewed by me, and
there has been no meeting of our staffs,
I say to my friend, the minority leader,
which we discussed at approximately
11:30 this morning.

I withdrew my resolution. My expec-
tation was that the minority leader
and I would sit down and our staffs
would sit down and discuss this matter
and determine how best to investigate
this. That’s what we discussed. There
was no discussion about this resolution
coming forward. There was no notice to
me that this discussion was going for-
ward; and there was a request to me,
which I honored, to withdraw my own
resolution offered this morning. I am
disappointed.

I am not going to oppose this resolu-
tion, and we will have an investigation.
We will appoint three on our side, and
we will appoint three on your side. We
will appoint three fair-minded Mem-
bers who care about this institution. I
hope you will do the same.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. BOEHNER. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Last night, when the gentleman from
New York was in the chair and begin-
ning to call the question and the elec-
tronic board moved to 215-213, my ob-
servation of the well of the House is
that there was no one in the well of the
House attempting to vote at that mo-
ment. It’s why my colleagues and I,
many of us, believed that we won. I
think it’s fair to say, many of my col-
leagues and I feel as though the vote
was taken from us.

I understand the disagreement, and I
appreciate the gentleman coming to an
agreement on this Select Committee to
get to the bottom of it.

But this morning’s conversation was,
well, we will talk about it. I am sorry,
we could be talking about it for
months.

I wanted to bring this resolution to
the floor tonight so that there could be
real action on this issue. We don’t want
to sit around here for months and
months and talk about it and never
come to some agreement and it’s all
over and done with. I think our Mem-
bers want to get to the bottom of it as
quickly as possible, and I am glad that
the gentleman has agreed with us.

If the gentleman would like to work
out some resolution dividing the ques-
tion on the resolution before us, I
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would be happy to do it. Because at the
end of the day, what we want is we
want to get to the bottom of what hap-
pened and are there any necessary
changes that need to be made in order
to protect the rights of all Members.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the minor-
ity whip, Mr. BLUNT.

Mr. BLUNT. I thank Mr. BOEHNER for
yielding; and I also thank my good
friend, the majority leader, for being
willing to accept this effort to look at
the standards of how we do our busi-
ness in the House.

In fact, I think many of my friends
on our side, and obviously your side as
well, want to be sure that the work of
the House is done in a way that the
American people can be proud of.

I think a lot of the problem that we
saw last night, to our side, at least,
was another indication of deciding that
the normal behavior and the normal
rules of the House may not apply any
more. Last night’s vote, I see some of
my friends near the front of their
House shaking their head, last night’s
vote is the only vote I am aware of in
the House of Representatives in the 10
years and few months that I have been
here that the Clerk did not write down
a number which is the official end of
the vote and hand it to the Speaker.

The Speaker, in fact, is talking over
the Clerk while the Clerk is trying to
announce votes are being changed.

If any Member on that side or our
side, either one, has ever seen a time in
the House when a vote was announced
or sees one later today where the paper
wasn’t filled out and you wait for that
paper, I would like to know when that
was.

You know, as the whip of the House
for the last 4 years, the previous two
Congresses, I remember many times
thinking that I wanted the vote over;
and I remember many times thinking
the Clerk is writing too slow, the Clerk
is turning around too slow, the Speak-
er is reading the paper too slow, but I
don’t remember it ever not happening.

If that had happened, we would not
have this problem. The vote on the
board has nothing to do with the offi-
cial tally. The Clerk keeps the official
tally.

During that vote, someone said to
the Parliamentarian, the Parliamen-
tarians don’t run the House, the major-
ity does. Well, that’s right. The Parlia-
mentarians don’t run the House. But
the Parliamentarians provide the con-
tinuity of how the House is always run.

This is not the great legislative body
it is because every Congress decides
how they are going to run things. This
isn’t the great legislative body it is be-
cause those of us who, I think, if 78,000
votes in the entire country would have
changed would be in the majority or
the minority that we have no rights
here. This is not the great legislative
body it is because the majority just
gets to decide.

Now, there are other instances in re-
cent days when we believe the Parlia-
mentarian gave other advice than was
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taken. I don’t want to create a problem
for the Parliamentarian. But I do know
that one night this week in debate
Members of the House were told that
their comments were irrelevant. Now,
they might not have been the best
comments in the world, they might not
have been the most on-target com-
ments in the world, but I never remem-
ber anybody in the chair ever before
ruling that a Member’s comments were
irrelevant.

We are not irrelevant here. Just be-
cause we are in the minority does not
mean we are irrelevant. Just because
we have a small difference between our
numbers and your numbers doesn’t
mean we are irrelevant. That doesn’t
mean that the Speaker can decide to
end the votes when they want to, no
matter what the traditions have been
of the House.

It does mean, when the Speaker ends
the vote, whatever the official tally is
at that moment, which, by the way, is
what the Clerk would write down,
should be the official tally.

That’s why, I may not be quite to the
level of outrage, but that’s why I am
offended by how that process worked. I
have never seen it happen before; I
hope to never see it happen again.

If it had happened in the right way,
we wouldn’t be having this discussion
right now. But maybe this discussion
also allows us to look at our relation-
ships with each other, our relationship
with the Parliamentarian, the job of
the Speaker in the chair is to create
fairness. It’s not to ensure that every-
thing goes so that one side is happy
and the other side is not.

I welcome the acceptance of my
friend Mr. BOEHNER’s resolution by the
majority leader and, I assume, the ma-
jority. I look forward to the report. I
hope this creates a moment when we
all begin to think about what we are
doing here and how we are doing it and
the obligations we owed each other.

This is not a one-sided street. I un-
derstand that. Respect for each other,
appreciation for each other, respect for
the way business has been done here
for a long time is an important part of
what we all need to work to achieve,
and hopefully this helps get that done.

Mr. BOEHNER. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I want
to take the leader up on his offer, and
I don’t want to argue the facts more
than we have done. Mr. BLUNT knows I
disagree with the conclusions he has
just expressed. We discussed our dis-
agreements in my office just a few
hours ago.

I want to take the leader up on his
offer. And pursuant to that, I would
ask unanimous consent that the Chair
be permitted to divide the question of
agreeing to House Resolution 611 be-
tween agreeing to the resolution and
agreeing to the preambles.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.



